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4th Sunday of Lent: March 22
That we are less concerned about our outward appearance
and more concerned with our interior conversion of heart.
“Not as man sees does God see, because man sees the
appearance but the Lord looks into the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7
How often do we invest our time, talent and treasure in
creating an appearance that does not matter at all to God?
We strive to impress with our clothing, home, career,
possessions, car and other marks of distinction. But none of
these illusions of greatness will impress God. Instead, He will
look into our hearts to see how much we loved Him, how
much we loved others and how we showed that love by the
way we used our time, talent and treasure here on earth.

Sunday Mass
Saturday, March 28, 2020 (4:30 p.m.)
Altar Servers: Christel & Aaron Vallagomesa
Gabriel & Joseph Vallagomesa
Extra Ordinary Ministers:
Eucharist: Deacon George Rincon
Cup: Christy Vallagomesa & Peggy Santos
Cup: Rita Rull & Mike Riojas
Lectors: Adrian Fuentes & Dolores Yzquierdo
Sacristans: Peggy Santos & Rita Rull

Sunday, March 29, 2020 (8:30 am)
Altar Servers: George & Jayden Valencia
Anthony, Victor & Reggie Mendoza
Extra Ordinary Ministers:
Eucharist: Deacon George Rincon
Cup: Molly Smith & Cindy Smith
Cup: Marie Silva & Gracie Rodriguez
Lectors: Norma Garcia & Stacy Macias
Sacristans: Cathy Eutropius & Anthony Sommer

Sunday, March 29, 2020 (11:00 a.m.)
Altar Servers: Mark & Madison Rios
Alondra & Angel Romero
Extra Ordinary Ministers:
Eucharist: Deacon George Rincon
Cup: Susan Wolff & Tom Adam
Cup: Jerome & Helen Motte
Lectors: Paci Cantu & Gabi/Alejandro Cantu
Sacristans: Jerome & Helen Motte

Weekly Collection Report
The totals received in Office and from the
Collection on
Sunday March 15, 2020
Regular
Catholic Eduction
Repair & Maintenance
Human Development
Building Fund
Black & Indian Mission
Flowers
Total

$ 3,936.00
$
370.00
$
30.00
$
10.00
$
5.00
$
5.00
$
5.00
$ 4,361.00

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen
and grow—a day at a time.
Sunday, Mar 22, 2020
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT; SECOND SCRUTINY OF
THE ELECT
Clarity at last
Darkness and light are biblical themes that invite us to take
an internal sight exam. How clearly do we see? Like the
man in today’s gospel, we’re all born blind into a world
grown accustomed to the blurred vision of habitual sin. We
view most decisions in terms of what’s in it for us. It’s
difficult and challenging to climb up to a higher point of view
to ask: What will serve the common good? Today, we pray
that our Elect will have the grace to seek and attain that
higher ground. And might we too ask for the same?
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a;
Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 (31). “What do you
have to say about him, since he opened your eyes?”
Monday, Mar 23, 2020
MEMORIAL OF TURIBIUS OF MOGROVEJO, BISHOP
Step down to your calling
God must have a great sense of irony. Imagine the head of
an important court suddenly being summoned to pastor a
far-off land filled with people who speak unknown
languages. Such was the destiny of Turibius of Mogrovejo,
summoned from his post as chief inquisitor in Granada,
Spain to pastor the Lima archdiocese, which included the
indigenous Andean communities of 16th-century colonial
Peru. Turibius went with the flow admirably, traversing his
vast archdiocese three times on foot, alone, ministering to
all along his route. He defended those who suffered the
greatest injustice under the colonial rule he himself
represented. Downward mobility is a pattern in saints’
biographies. Time to evaluate your priorities?
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 65:17-21; John 4:43-54
(244). “He and his whole household came to believe.”
Tuesday, Mar 24, 2020
LENTEN WEEKDAY
Be a voice for the voiceless
Saint Oscar Romero, the archbishop of San Salvador who
spoke out against grave social injustice in El Salvador, was
assassinated by his opponents while celebrating Mass on
this day in 1980, and it is commemorated by the United
Nations as International Day for the Right to the Truth.
Today is an opportunity for you to honor the memory of
human rights victims, pay tribute to those who struggle to
protect those rights for all, remember the important work of
Romero, and commit yourself to his values of speaking
truth to power, even when it
costs you.
TODAY'S READINGS: Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12; John 5:1-16
(245). “Look, you are well; do not sin any more, so that
nothing worse may happen to you.”
Wednesday, Mar 25, 2020
SOLEMNITY OF THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD
Say yes to God
The Annunciation is a beautiful feast that celebrates Mary’s
“yes” to God during her encounter with the angel Gabriel.
Mary doesn’t rattle off a quick response but rather pauses
and ponders, wondering what this might mean. Her

response is a choice not simply to give birth to a child, but
to fully embrace her identity and her calling as an intimate
companion with God. “Behold, I am the handmaid of the
Lord.” It is as if Mary is saying, “Look! My life is fully in God!
Everything about who I am is for and with God!” During this
day of Annunciation, reflect on your daily “yeses.” How do
these reflect your own identity and life in God?
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 7:10-14; 8:10; Hebrews
10:4-10; Luke 1:26-38 (545). “Mary said, ‘Behold, I am
the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me
according to your word.’ ”
Thursday, Mar 26, 2020
LENTEN WEEKDAY
Reflect in your heart
Imagine taking a walk with the Lord today. As you walk
along, he suddenly stops and looks at you with a question
in his eyes. He hesitates, but then goes ahead and asks:
“Do you have the love of God in your heart?” You might
respond: “I am doing my best to be patient, to think of
others first, to be kind and generous. It is Lent after all.”
Jesus persists: “But do you have the love of God in your
heart?” Take five minutes today and consider that question.
Be at peace with whatever thoughts come to mind. Then
allow the insights you gain to set the rest of the day's
course.
TODAY'S READINGS: Exodus 32:7-14; John 5:31-47
(247). “It is simply that I know you and you do not have
the love of God in your hearts.”
Friday, Mar 27, 2020
LENTEN WEEKDAY; DAY OF ABSTINENCE
What price would you pay?
Today’s gospel has an aura of doom about it, with Jesus
getting a clear message that authorities would like to kill
him. The church teaches that “Jesus went up to Jerusalem
voluntarily, knowing well that there he would die a violent
death because of the opposition of sinners,” as the
Catechism of the Catholic Church puts it
(http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p12
2a3p3.htm). How far are you willing to go to “do the right
thing”? Contemplate today the sacrifices you have made
and what you would be willing to do to be true to your
beliefs.
TODAY'S READINGS: Wisdom 2:1a, 12-22; John 7:12, 10, 25-30 (248). “Some of the inhabitants of
Jerusalem said, ‘Is he not the one they are trying to
kill?’”
Saturday, Mar 28, 2020
LENTEN WEEKDAY
The plot thickens
Next weekend we observe Palm Sunday, ushering in a
dramatic week that includes the tragedy of Our Lord’s
suffering and death. The gospels describe for us the
suspicion and plotting that will lead to his Crucifixion.
Among the religious leaders, only Nicodemus gives Jesus
the benefit of the doubt and tries to argue his case. This is
the same Nicodemus who has already visited Jesus under
cover of night to discuss his teachings and who provides
the burial spices after Jesus is crucified. How can you be
Nicodemus in situations where others are subject to
suspicion and suffering?
TODAY'S READINGS: Jeremiah 11:18-20; John 7:4053 (249). "I, like a trusting lamb led to slaughter, had
not realized that they were hatching plots against me.

Our upcoming
scheduled Bazaar on
May 3, 2020 will be
rescheduled for a later
date once COVID-19 has
cleared up.
In recent months, there have been
numerous reports in Texas of individuals
impersonating a parish priest and soliciting
donations-normally in the form of gift cardsfrom members of their congregation. The
Texas Attorney General issued a related
consumer alert in regard to these scammers.
In an effort to minimize the impact of these
fraudulent actions, we would like to remind
our membership that priests/churches
would never make such appeals to the
parish community. Please call the Parish
Office if you feel that you have received a
request.

Grief Share sessions will begin
on once COVID-19 has cleared
up and we can resume normal
gatherings.
Originally this weekend was to be
Pledge Sunday for the IGNITE
campaign, but because of the
coronavirus, the IGNITE campaign is
suspended. After things settle
down, the campaign calendar will be
revised.

Statement of Activities - February 2020
INCOME
Regular Collection
Gifts - Restricted, General, Memorials
Holy Days
Repairs & Maintenance Fund
Catholic Education
Ministries (CCE/ACTS/Youth)
Facility Rentals
Bazaar Net Income
Other
TOTAL INCOME for month

31,667
0
20
2,844
1,684
200
630
1,239
256
38,540

EXPENSE (Church)
General (Admin & Operations, Payroll,
etc.)
Archdiocesan Obligations
Ministries (Payroll/CCE/ACTS/Youth)
Liturgy/Music
Other Plant Maintenance
School Support
Utilities
Janitorial, Housekeeping, Landscaping
Security/Fire Alarm Service
TOTAL EXPENSE for month

13,884

Surplus or (deficit) for month

3,814

7,846
3,324
3,085
926
0
2,599
2,400
662
34,726

Arrears to archdiocese from prior
112,545
months
Debt Service/Building Fund/Capital Campaign
CONTRIBUTIONS for Feb (excess to be
8,975
credited March)
PAYMENTS on note ($2,200 Feb note;
7,810
$5,610 Jan & early Feb excess)
FLC loan balance at end February
16,394
To ask questions, contact David Mohlman, parish
manager/bookkeeper at 281-420-3588 or
manager@stjosephbaytown.org or Keith Scheffler,
Finance Council chairman at 713-857-4804 or
kscheff@stthom.edu

“BRING YOUR GREATEST GIFTS TO THE LORD”

2020 DIOCESAN SERVICES FUND (DSF)
Already contributed to this year’s Diocesan Services Fund (DSF)? We thank you for your
generosity and support of more than 60 ministries within our archdiocese! If you have not
had the opportunity to donate to the DSF this year, please fill out a pew envelope or go visit
www.archgh.org/dsf.

• Thank you to 6 families who participated in the campaign thanks to their generosity we
have $15,388 pledged to the IGNITE campaign
• The Archdiocese will be mailing those families a reminder and return envelope in 6 to 8
weeks for them to begin their pledge payment
• The parish leadership has made the decision to put the IGNITE campaign on hold until the
Corona Virus epidemic clears up
• We will communicate with you via the parish bulletin, website, and announcements of the
status of the campaign each week until we relaunch
• Read the bulletin today for more campaign information
• Thank you for your continued prayers, support, and generosity!
www.archgh.org/ignite

