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Abiding in Love 
“What God joins together let no one put asunder”. 

Celebrating the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony 
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Dear Future Bride and Future Groom: 
 
Congratulations on your engagement.  As you contemplate on what to do next to celebrate 
your Holy Matrimony, let me offer a few suggestions.   
 

• Before you consider the date, please talk to your Priest or Deacon.  
Getting to know us on a personal level will ease whatever 
apprehension you might have and will facilitate a personal dialogue 
that will lead to a productive journey leading to the “big day”.   

 
• Get to know the community where you intend to celebrate your Holy 

Matrimony.  The community might and could very well be the same 
community you may want to worship with in the future and raise your 
future children.  This same community will also offer support to your 
married life and family life.   

 
In this booklet you will find the guidelines for celebrating the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony 
at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Baytown, Texas. These guidelines will assist you in planning 
your upcoming celebration. The guidelines should not be viewed as a series of restrictions; 
they are composed to help you celebrate the Sacrament of Matrimony joyfully and reverently 
and are in place to help you plan the liturgy on this most important day.   

We, the clergy, and the church are here to help you discern and make a conscious decision 
to a fruitful and lasting marriage.  Be assured of our prayers as you journey during your 
engagement, during your marriage preparation and through your faithful married life.   

On behalf of the Parish Community of St. Joseph Catholic Church, we congratulate you and 
your families on your engagement. May God’s love guide and strengthen your relationship 
now and always. 

Brotherly in Christ, 
 
 
 
 
Reverend Yong H. Lee 
Pastor 

1907 Carolina St, Baytown, TX 

281-420-3588 Phone, 281-422-3044 Fax 

stjosephbaytown.org 
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We Grow in Faith Through Love 

 



 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY MATRIMONY 

What is a Sacrament?  

In the Roman Catholic tradition, marriage is recognized as a Sacrament, one of seven 
offered in the Church. Sacraments are instituted by Christ and entrusted to the Church, 
dispensing divine life to us through the work of the Holy Spirit. They have outward signs 
and signify an invisible and supernatural reality. In the case of marriage, the outward signs 
are the couple united, the vows, and exchange of rings that manifest the couple’s 
commitment. The invisible reality is God’s grace pouring forth into the couple and 
strengthening their love of one another, especially as that love expresses itself in family 
life and in service.  
 

Holy Matrimony:  A Vocational Sacrament  

Holy Matrimony is considered a vocational sacrament, meaning that, along with holy 
orders (priesthood), it is a sacrament that celebrates a life choice. A person makes that 
choice as she/he discerns God’s call to live life in a particular way. Vocation is also 
understood to be a choice of work and in that sense, the work of the couple is to 
faithfully love one another and to put forth the fruits of their love in service to family 
and the Church. This is done in a life of discipleship, following the pattern laid out by 
Jesus Christ. Therefore, through the grace of the sacrament, God is always present in the 
marriage. It is important to remember that God is like a third partner in a marriage, 
always present to the couple. Because God gives grace through the sacraments, this 
grace is available during the marriage and manifests itself in acts of love, healing, 
reconciliation, discernment or however or whenever the marriage partners call upon 
that grace.  

 
Holy Matrimony:  A Celebration of and for God’s Church 

  
Holy Matrimony in the Church is important for both the couple and the Church 
community. During the wedding liturgy, the couple celebrates the consecration of their 
love and commitment in a joyful ceremony in the presence of family and friends. At the 
same time, the Church celebrates a powerful, evangelical opportunity that strengthens 
and builds up the worshiping community, reminding all gathered of Christ’s abiding 
presence and love for the Church. Liturgy is always public prayer and the wedding is 
celebrated as a liturgy. Therefore, it is never really ‘my wedding’ but a Church 
celebration. Although the wedding day is a moment in time, the responsibility of the 
couple is to move forward into a marriage where the vows of Holy Matrimony are lived 
out day to day in a covenant of love and faithfulness. The responsibility of the Church is 
to do what it can to ensure that couples are prepared well for living out their marriage 
vows, to guide the couple in the celebration of the rite of marriage and to help the couple 
grow and bless the Church with their service and family life.  

 

 
 

 



   

GENERAL GUIDELINES  
 
Who Can Be Married at Saint Joseph Catholic 
Church? 
 
Couples in which both individuals are free to marry in the Catholic 
Church. 

 

Marriage Preparation: 
 

The purpose of the Marriage Preparation Program, oftentimes 
referred to as Pre-Cana is to help engaged couples prepare 
adequately to celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.   
 

Normally, marriage preparations take at least six months under 
normal circumstances, but sometimes it requires longer most 
especially if some documents needed will have to be obtained 
from a different country or state.   
 

During the six-month period, couples, with the help of the Priest 
and/or Deacon, shall complete the various requirements set by 
the Church: 

1. A discussion of any dispensations or permissions 
needed (if applicable). 

2. Couples will be encouraged to attend an Engaged Encounter 
Weekend.  A schedule of retreat dates will be provided at the 
initial meeting with the Priest. 

4. Couples will be asked to complete a Couple Communication and 
Understanding Survey. 

5. Couples will be given a book that allows couples to plan the 
ceremony. The book entitled Together for Life by Joseph M. 
Champlain contains all the readings and prayers from which 
couples may choose and gives couples a full outline of the 
ceremony. There is an edition for marriage celebrated within 
Mass and another for marriage celebrated outside of Mass.  There 
is a helpful form in the back of the book which should be 
completed and given to the wedding coordinator four months 
before the wedding.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happiness 
Be devoted to one 

another in 
brotherly love; give 
preference to one 
another in honor; 

                                  Romans 12:10 

 

AVAILABLE TIME AND 
DAY FOR YOUR WEDDING 

 
Couples should contact the 

Church office at least six months 
in advance of the date on which 

they would like to celebrate their 
wedding.  No date may/will be 
set prior to the initial interview 
with the Priest or Deacon and 
payment of a reservation fee.   

 
Weddings may be scheduled on 

any day or evening with the 
exception of Sundays and certain 

Holy Days and Holidays.  On 
Saturdays, available times for 

wedding celebrations are: 
 

Saturday Weddings Times 
10:00 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 
6:30 p.m.  



The Rite of Holy Matrimony 
 

• The Wedding Liturgy should take place in the Church 
following the general norms for liturgical celebrations 
and the order of celebrating the Sacrament of Holy 
Matrimony. 

 

• Though there is no norm regarding weddings during 
Advent and/or Lent, the norms regarding the altar 
decorations during those seasons will be observed.   

 

• The Wedding liturgy should encourage the participation 
of the assembly in worship, express faith and 
commitment of the couple and of the assembly and call 
the faith community to prayer for the couple as a 
promise of support in their married life. 
 

• The various ministries, which are a part of the 
celebration, should be filled by those skilled in them and 
chosen by the couple or provided by the community.   
 

The Presiding Priest or Deacon: 
 

If both parties are Catholic, your wedding could include the 
Celebration of Mass (Nuptial Mass), it will be presided over by a 
Priest. If you are not having a Nuptial Mass then a Deacon may 
preside over your Marriage Ceremony. 
 
If you have a request for a particular Priest or Deacon to officiate at 
your wedding, please contact him or the Church office as soon as 
possible. 
 
Sometimes there is a request for a visiting Priest or Deacon to 
preside at your wedding. This is possible, provided he can present 
the proper credentials. He will also be expected to observe all 
applicable Church laws as well as any of the general guidelines 
regarding the celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony at 
Saint Joseph Catholic Church. 

  

Contact Information for Clergy: 
 

Fr. Yong H Lee: pastor@stjosephbaytonwn.org 

Church Phone:  281-420-3588 

Before they 
Say,  

“I Do” 
 

 

 

 REHEARSAL 

The wedding rehearsal sets 
the tone for the ceremony 
the next day. 

 

Rehearsal Times: 
      

Generally, rehearsals will be 
scheduled between 6:00 p.m. 
and 7:00 p.m. on the evening 
before the wedding. 
 

Rehearsal reminders: 

 
Please ask attendants, and all 
who have a specific role in the 
wedding, to arrive 30 minutes 
before the scheduled rehearsal. 
 

Music will be rehearsed at a 
separate time. 
 

Please note:  The Priest makes no 
assumptions regarding 
invitations. If you wish for the 
Priest or Deacon to attend 
specific functions connected with 
the wedding, please make every 
effort to invite them early. 

 



OUR ST. JOSEPH CHURCH BUILDING 
 
Environment 

The Church is a sacred space. The Blessed Sacrament is reserved in 
every Catholic Church, dedicating it to God’s presence. Everything 
done for the wedding must both reflect and respect this reality. 

 

Aisle Cloth/Runners 

Aisle cloths/runners create a tripping hazard and may not be used.  
 
Flowers 

Flowers are an integral part of our Church worship environment. 
Flowers signify forgiveness and new life. Flowers or greenery placed 
on the altar of the Blessed Sacrament must all be fresh. The wedding 
flowers placed in the sanctuary are for God’s greater glory. Flowers 
may be delivered to the church the morning of the wedding and may 
be donated to the church in the honor of the couple.  No artificial or 
silk flowers may be used for decorations anywhere in the Church.  

 
Flower Girls  
 
We do not allow loose flower petals anywhere in the Church or 
on the premises. The flower girls may have flowers in a basket. 
No petals are to be thrown. Loose flower petals may cause a 
tripping/slipping hazard on the floor. 
 
Kneeler 
 
The Kneeler to be used for the ceremony is provided by the Altar 
Society for a fee of $20.00. 
 

Liturgical Furnishings 
 

The placement of the liturgical furnishings is legislated by the 
General Instruction of the Roman Missal. We kindly ask that no 
articles of furniture—either in the Church, on the sanctuary or in 
the vestibule – be moved.    

Trust 
Blessed is the man who 
trusts in the Lord and 

whose trust is the Lord. 
                               Jeremiah 17:7 

 

 

 

“Since marriage  

establishes the couple in 

a public state of life in 

the Church, it is fitting 

that its celebration be 

public, in the framework 

of a liturgical 

celebration, before the 

priest (or witness 

authorized by the 

Church), the witnesses, 

and the assembly of the 

faithful.” 
 

               Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1993 



 

OUR ST. JOSEPH CHURCH BUILDING (cont’d)  

Pew Markers 
Ribbon bows or flowers may be used and tied to the end of the pews. 
Nothing should be taped or stapled to the pews. Under no 
circumstances may the aisles be blocked from easy access.   

Unity Candle 
The Unity Candle may be used as part of the Catholic wedding 
ceremony.  The bride and groom must provide their own Unity Candle.  
The Unity Candle Stand can be provided by the Altar Society for a fee of 
$20.00.

Rice, Birdseed, Bubbles and Flower Petals 
We ask that nothing—rice, birdseed, bubbles, confetti, glitter, or 
flower petals be thrown or scattered anywhere on the premises, as 
some of these may also cause a tripping/slipping hazard on the floor. 

Attire 
With consideration of the fact that the Church is the House of God, 
appropriate attire should be worn by those in the wedding party. 
Please make every effort to ensure “low cut” or revealing dresses are 
not worn. Strapless dresses are allowed if worn with an appropriate 
shoulder covering, wrap or shawl.  

Food 
Because the Church is dedicated for worship, it is inappropriate for food 
or drinks to be brought into the Church. You may have food or drink in 
the St. Joseph Family Life Center if special arrangements have been 
made to reserve the Family Life Center.  

Alcoholic Beverages 
No Alcoholic beverages may be brought into the Church or the Church 
premises.  No alcoholic beverages are to be consumed by members of 
the wedding party at any time prior to the wedding rehearsal or 
ceremony. Any member of the wedding party appearing to be inebriated 
will not be allowed to participate in the ceremony.  

Planning the Wedding Ceremony 
After your initial meeting with the Priest and/or Deacon, if needed, you 
will be put in contact with a Wedding Coordinator who will help you 
organize your wedding within the guidelines acceptable at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church. The Wedding Coordinator will be available to work with 
your florist, photographer and video camera operator, and will be able 
to refer you to the proper authority for answering questions regarding 
the acceptability of liturgical additions to the liturgy. He/She will also 
function as a coordinator during the rehearsal and wedding to guide you 
through the details. 

Faith 
For we walk by faith, not  

by sight. 
                              Corinthians 5:7 

 

“Today, there are those who say 

that marriage is out of fashion. 

Is it out of fashion? In a culture 

of relativism and the short-lived, 

many preach the importance of 

‘enjoying’ the moment. They say 

that it is not worth making a 

life-long commitment, making a 

definitive decision, ‘forever’, 

because we do not know what 

tomorrow will bring. I ask you, 

instead, to be revolutionaries, I 

ask you to swim against the tide; 

yes, I am asking you to rebel 

against this culture that sees 

everything as temporary and 

that ultimately believes you are 

incapable of responsibility, that 

believes you are incapable of 

true love. I have confidence in 

you and I pray for you. Have the 

courage ‘to swim against the 

tide’. And also have the courage 

to be happy.”   

~ Pope Francis ~ Sunday, July 28, 

Address to the World Youth Day 

Volunteers 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/speeches/2013/july/documents/papa-francesco_20130728_gmg-rio-volontari_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/speeches/2013/july/documents/papa-francesco_20130728_gmg-rio-volontari_en.html


 

MUSIC 
 

Music is a key component of our sacramental celebrations and must 
meet the standard defined by the wedding music directives of the 
Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston. The Music Director, Cantor 
and/or Deacon will assist in the selection of music in accordance with 
church policy. Please do not contact other musicians before meeting 
with the Music Director and/or the Deacon.  

 
Music should be tasteful and appropriate for the worship service. 
Secular or worldly love songs will not be allowed during the 
wedding ceremony.  Modern or classical music may be played or 
sung, however, before and/or after the ceremony.   

 
Couples should contact the Music Minister, Jose Vasquez, by phone, 
at (832-868-4081; or by email at josemvasquez@gmail.com), to 
coordinate the music and music selections and to provide the cantor 
for the celebration.   

 
The couple is responsible for the professional fees for the musician 
($250) and cantor ($150).   

 
A small orchestra ensemble is permitted.  The musicians may be 
seated in the choir loft or in the piano area of the church.  All visiting 
musicians and soloists must coordinate their activity through the 
Music Director and/or the Deacon. 

 
At St. Joseph Catholic Church, the Responsorial Psalm, Gospel 
Acclamation, and Eucharistic Acclamations are always sung. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves 

his wife loves himself. After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he 

feeds and cares for it. For this reason, a man will leave his father and 

mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh. 

~Ephesians 5:28-29 New Revised Standard Version  

 Marriage 
Prayer 

 
Lord, help us  

to remember when 
we first met 

and the strong love 
that grew between us. 

To grow that love 
Into practical things 

so nothing can 
divide us. 

We ask for words 
both kind & loving 
and hearts always 

ready to ask 
forgiveness 

as well as forgive. 

Dear Lord, 
We put our  

Marriage into 
Your hands.  

Amen. 

mailto:josemvasquez@gmail.com


 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 
Usage, Maintenance & Utility Fees 

To reserve the use of the Church, the couple needs to pay a reservation fee of $200, $100 
of which will be reimbursed to the couple, and $100 of which will be used to pay for the 
cleanup of the Church.  Failure to comply with the guidelines and requests made in this 
brochure may result in forfeiture of your $100 refundable fee.   
 
The reservation fee is due after the initial meeting with the Parish Priest and/or Deacon.  
The wedding date will not be posted on the parish calendar until the reservation fee is 
received. Contact the Parish Secretary to make arrangements for payment of the 
reservation fee. 

*Church *Family Life Center 
Registered Parishioner $450.00 Registered Parishioner $   500.00 (1-8 hours) 

$1,000.00 (over 8 hours) 
Non-Parishioner     $700.00 Non-Parishioner $1,000.00 (1-8 hours) 

$1,500.00 (over 8 hours) 
Insurance $   135.00 
Security $   150.00 

Cancellations: May be subject to $100 fee. 
*Please note that these fees go directly to the church and NOT to the Priest or Deacon witnessing 

the marriage. A separate offering may be given to the Priest. 

 
Due One Month in Advance of Wedding Date 

Liturgy / Ceremony Outline 

Flower / Decoration Plans for the Church 

Outstanding Fees (Wedding Coordinator, Music Coordinator) 
 

Individual Fees: (when applicable) Please make checks payable to the individual persons. 

Accompanist: $250.00 
Instrumentalist: $150.00 
Soloist / Cantor: $150.00 

(Generally speaking, musicians will not be present at rehearsals.) 

Wedding Coordinator: $100.00 
Celebrant (Priest): There is not a fee, instead a donation to the Church will be 

appreciated. 
Altar Servers: A small, monetary gift is customary, should not exceed 

$20 each 

We are happy you chose to celebrate your wedding at St. Joseph Catholic Church. These 
guidelines will assist in making your wedding experience a holy and memorable event. 

(Should any parishioner experience a financial hardship, please meet the pastor for other arrangements.) 



 

FLORIST INFORMATION 
 

Flower arrangements may be placed by the tabernacle in the appropriate place, by the statues 
of Mary and the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the altar of the saints, in front of the lectern/ambo.  
Though flowers look nice in the front of the altar, it oftentimes imped the mobility of the 
ministers, so it is strongly discourage putting flower arrangements in front of the altar.   
 
Florists are to provide containers for use in the sanctuary and in the church vestibule (foyer). 
Nothing should be taped to the pews. No candles are allowed on the pew markers. (If only 
ribbon bows are to be used, they may be tied to the ends of the pews.) 
 
Florists are responsible for and should pick up any special containers, vases, etc. used in the 
wedding. These items are to be picked up from the church by the following Wednesday 
afternoon.  All containers are to be pre-prepared with vases, wire, tape, etc. prior to bringing 
containers to church. Please make sure that the containers do not leak or drip. 
 
St. Joseph Catholic Church cannot be responsible for any flowers or materials left at the church 
the day prior to a wedding or 24 hours after a wedding.  Flowers must be in place four (4) 
hours before an evening wedding and three (3) hours before a 1:00 pm wedding. 

 
PHOTOGRAPHER INFORMATION 

 

A wedding celebration is very significant event in a person’s life and should be remembered 
and celebrated.  Photographers and videographers who have been hired to capture these 
moments should abide by the guidelines of the Church.  They should in no way impede the 
fluid celebration of the sacrament.  Pictures and videos must always be in perspective to the 
central significance of the sacrament.  
 
We ask that you use one designated photographer and/or videographer. No photography or 
video equipment may be positioned in the sanctuary (the raised section in the front of the 
Church).  Pictures may be taken from the choir loft or the main body of the church.  This 
includes the piano area of the church.   
 
Pictures should end approximately 30 minutes prior to the ceremony. On Saturday, no 
pictures can be taken in the Church or in the vestibule between 3:00 pm and 5:45 pm. 
 
In keeping with the solemnity of the occasion, photographers should refrain from using flash 
and videographers should stop using supplementary lights so as not to defer from the 
liturgical action taking place.   
 

Floral Coordinator, Photographers and Videographers must meet with the Wedding 
Coordinator and/or the Deacon 30 days prior to the Celebration.  

 


